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and those who had the management of affairs, that
we might try to make them understand our purpose.
We very fortunately encountered a Captain [8] of
great intelligence. He was made to understand how
precious our visits ought to be to them. He listened
to us willingly, giving us his word that he would
communicate with the Old Men,—saying that, as for
himself, he already assured us that he would always
look upon us kindly. We went immediately to see
those who were most ill, but we were no better re-
ceived than on the former visit. A certain war Cap-
tain no sooner saw us at the door of his cabin than
he threatened to split our heads if we went any
further.

Towards afternoon, Ondesson, one of the first war
captains of the whole country, came to see us with an-
other notable of Angoutenc. In regard to our visits,
they admitted to us that many were afraid of us, and
that to remove these fears it would be very desirable
to hold a council thereupon, where we should be
present in person. We desired nothing else.

Moreover, one of the head men of our village came
and drew us aside, ‘‘ My nephews’’ (he said to us),
‘I have something important to tell you. It is that
Antoine "’ (he was speaking of Father Daniel) ‘‘ let
slip an inconsiderate word which is giving people a
great deal to talk about. Last Summer, a young man
who was entreated to remain in Kébec was about to
set foot in the canoe, when he said to him, ‘ What
art thou going todo? Thou art going to thy death;
the pestilence is about to ruin thy country, believe
me; pass the winter with us, if thou wouldst escape
this danger.” That is what I have just learned at
Onnentisati, where you people are spoken of in very



